Clenchwarton Parish Council

clerkclenchwarton@btconnect.com
Parish Clerk The Parish Office Black Horse Rd

Clenchwarton King’s Lynn PE34 4DN
Tel 01553 773254
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 4th August 2011  

	
	The Chair welcomed everyone present and declared the meeting open.

	
	Councillors present:  Sue Cross (SC), Cate Swietonowski (CS), Trevor Collison (TC), Richard Smith (RS) and RFO Pat Duhig (PD)

	1
	Apologies for absence: Apologies received from Kevin Pell due to work commitments and David Harwood who was unwell.

	2
	Disclosures of Interest: A disclosure of personal interest received from Trevor Collison on Item 9 of the agenda (Finance – payment of wages).

	3
	Minutes: It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June be signed as a true record of that meeting. Prop: CS. Sec: RS. All agreed. The minutes of the meeting of 7th July could not be signed due to the absence of a Councillor present at that meeting. The signing will be carried forward.

	4
	Matters arising: None

	5
	Public Forum: The meeting was closed to allow residents to speak.

Terry Duncan requested up to date information on affordable housing in the village. The Parish Council had identified the need a few years ago and the development in Smallholdings Road seems to be at a standstill. TC – need to have the minutes of the District Control Board meeting to ascertain the outcome of that meeting.  Clerk to write to Borough Council about the meeting. Clerk to contact the company that recently built in West Lynn, Freebridge and Broadlands building companies with regard to affordable homes in the village. Mr Duncan then asked about the precept – are we taking steps to reduce it.  CS – the precept has been kept at the same level for the last three years, but very difficult to make cuts when faced with increasing costs for amenities.  Mr Duncan – the CCTV at the pavilion is a high cost – could take it away & replace with a dummy camera, just as effective. 

John Bolderstone – Does the Parish Council insurance cover accidents on the football field or is it responsibility of the Football Club? PD – It would be covered by the Public Liability. CS questioned – is it known that it is a playing area. PD to clarify.

Richard Smith – Has been asked if the Parish Council is aware of any schemes for bulk ordering of heating oil. CS – there are schemes on the internet – just put in the postcode but it does not offer a great reduction. Clerk to look into the matter.

	6
	F S James – co-option applicant: Sheila gave a brief statement of her reasons for applying for co-option to the Parish Council. RS – he is a bit concerned that the Memorial Hall committee, of which Sheila is Chair, do not believe that the Parish Council is Trustee of the Memorial Hall. Sheila – trying to sort it out now – going through the paperwork.
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	7
	Reports from Borough and County Councillors:

7.1 Mr David Whitby – No report. TC asked has he looked at the state of the hedges in the village where they are overhanging pavements and roads. Also concerns about the large pieces of concrete outside houses making roads narrower. David Whitby will look into the matter. CS – asked David if he was against the incinerator – he is and will vote against it on behalf of the village.

7.2 Mr David Harwood – No report. 

SC announced the Terrington Action Group are to hold a meeting about the proposed wind farm in Terrington Village Hall on Monday 8th August at 7.00pm  

	8
	Police Report: No report received.

The meeting was re-opened.

	9
	Finance Report: (PD) (Refer to payments sheet on file)

PD reported the financial position and payment of wages and invoices for the month. The BT account of £111.25 was queried. PD – it is for 3 months and high because it is a business line and includes Broadband. PD to look at other providers. CS proposed that the Finance Report be approved, seconded by RS. All agreed. 

	10
	Planning: A planning application had been received for a side extension to the property at 173 Main Road. As it is not overlooking any other properties there were no objections. The Clerk reported that the planning application for Rowan Bank had been granted but the application for 149 Hall Road had been refused. 

	11
	Play Area Fencing: SC had a site meeting with Norse Fencing and discussed replacing the wooden gate in the play area with a metal one. Replacing the gate would cost £536.80 but altering the line of the fence in the garden area would reduce the gate price by £155.70 making the price of the gate £381.10 and a new total of £13,427.90. A vote was taken on the new costing – 3 councillors in favour and 1 abstention. PD to contact Norse Fencing as he is responsible for drawing up a contract for the work and a schedule of payments.

	12
	Correspondence: The list of correspondence was read which included a letter from Sovereign with regard to installing play area equipment at a discounted price. Clerk to ask for more details. Elgoods Brewery advised the name of the new tenant at the Victory Inn which will re-open on Saturday 13th August 2011

	13
	Items for future Agendas:

Insurance – to Finance

Play Equipment – to Finance

	
	SC asked permission of Councillors to discuss an item not on the agenda. All agreed. There had been a fire at a property in Black Horse road on Monday 1st August and there had been difficulty in accessing the fire hydrant. The Clerk to write to the Fire Service requesting details of where the hydrants are and to check the markings and distances.

SC announced that the Parish Council had been thanked by the family of May Leake for the replacement seat at the Victory Inn. 

	
	The meeting was closed at 20.10
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	14
	To resolve to exclude the Press and the public from the following item in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies Act 1960.

14.1 To consider and discuss the application for co-option to the Parish Council.

Resident Sheila James has applied to be co-opted to the Parish Council. She had given a brief statement to support her application in the Parish Council meeting.  The matter was discussed and a vote was taken by a show of hands. The result of the vote: In favour of acceptance 4, against acceptance 0.  

	
	The exemption meeting was closed at 20.30
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